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pushed on by his desire for a son. He, and all
around him, had been sure a Prince would be
born, and letters announcing the event had been
got ready. Anne too knew that she had been
chosen to supplant Katherine in the hope she
would provide an heir. Seldom could a daughter
have been more unwelcome.
However, the parents made the best of it.
Henry arranged a gorgeous christening, and h&>
named the little girl after his own mother Eliza-
beth, the " White Rose of York ". Shakespeare's
Henry VIII is made to end with this christen-
ing of the " high and mighty princess Elizabeth ",
and in Cranmer's mouth there is put a speech
foretelling all the good fortune which was to
attend her.
" This royal infant
Though in her cradle, yet now promises
Upon this land a thousand thousand blessings.
" She shall be loved and feared, her own shall bless her,
Her foes shake like a field of beaten corn.
She shall be, to the happiness of England,
An aged princess; many days shall see her,
And yet no day without a deed to crown it."
But though a fine feast covered up Henry's
vexation, the rejoicings were only a pretence, and
when, as time lapsed, Anne did not give him a
living son Henry grew tired of her. When her
last child, a boy, was born dead, Henry de-
termined to be rid of her. Three years after